
The verdict of the second inquest into the Victoria Hall disaster in 
Sunderland, 16 June 1883 
 
Question 1: Upon whom rested the legal duty or responsibility of taking proper 
precautions for the preservation of the lives of the children whilst within and 
on leaving the Victoria Hall?  Did this responsibility devolve on the proprietor 
of the hall, his agent, or caretaker, or on Fay or Coates, or either of them?  
Answer: Fay and Coates 
 
Question 2: What was the particular neglect of duty (if any) which led to the 
loss of the children's lives? Was it in omitting to provide a sufficient staff of 
attendants to keep order within the gallery and on the staircase during the 
departure of the children?   
Answer: It was. 
 
Question 3: Was the staff provided sufficient for the purpose if the fatal door 
had not existed?  
Answer: No 
 
Question 4: Was the caretaker's omission to inform Fay and his assistants of 
the existence of that door a neglect of duty?   
Answer: Yes 
 
Question 5: Was his further omission to reverse the position of the door and 
bolt it securely to the floor against the wall on the outer side of the landing 
(although he passed it twice during the performance, the last time about 4 
p.m.) a further neglect of duty?  
Answer: Yes 
 
Question 6: Were the directors of the Victoria Hall Company, Limited, justified 
in erecting such an unusual door with such peculiar fastenings in such an 
unusual position without instructing the caretaker to call the special attention 
of strangers taking the hall to that door and its fastenings?  
Answer: No 
 
Question 7: Were parents (or relatives having charge) of the children justified 
in allowing children of tender age to go alone or in company of other young 
children to a probably crowded public entertainment without first satisfying 
themselves that some grown-up persons were intending to take charge of 
them?   
Answer: No 
 
Question 8: Were the masters of the various schools justified in allowing the 
children under their charge to be canvassed by Fay or their teachers, and the 
attendance of the children in effect secured by free tickets being given to 
teachers, without some arrangement being made for proper supervision and 
control of the children by their teachers when at the entertainment?   
Answer: No 
 


